Early Childhood is a Specialized Field that

All Children Deserve
A Healthy & Safe Learning Environment

Requires Experience, Training, and Education

Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS)
Improve the Quality for all Children

We believe...

We believe...

We believe...

All programs serving young children must be regulated.

Early childhood is a field that requires teachers and providers to have
technical knowledge and skills.

ABC Quality defines quality program standards for early care
and education providers in South Carolina.

Agencies that share oversight responsibilities must coordinate
and collaborate to reduce duplication.

Professionalizing the field must have a career lattice that
includes an educational path leading to teacher certification.

Early care and education providers need supports to make
continuous quality improvements.

All early childhood programs must commit to a minimum
standard of care regardless of sector.

The TEACH program provides an essential support for teachers to
increase their expertise in the field, by providing scholarships and
incentives to complete credentials and degrees.

Families with tools to make informed choices for their
children’s early care and education.

Regulating programs requires funding.

Call to Action:
All Facilities providing early education programs must be required to
meet state regulatory health and safety requirements.

Call to Action:

All federal and state funded early education programs should
meet the state’s quality standards.

Every school district must have early childhood coordinators who are
dedicated to supporting teachers of children 4K through 3rd grade.

Call to Action:

The State Department of Education must establish a stand-alone
Early Childhood Division which provides guidance for schools
and teachers serving 4K through 3rd grade.

The SC Legislature must endorse a budget that supports
investments in quality programing for early care and education
providers. This may include parent incentives for QRIS level
achievements and increased child care tax credits based on
the quality level of the child care provider.

The creation of streamlined, coordinated system in early education
(i.e. early childhood cabinet) is necessary to prevent duplication of services.

In support of early childhood, South Carolina’s elected officials
must include funds in the state budget to support administration of child

Public awareness about the importance of quality care
interactions in the early years would benefit all children
and must be a priority for programs in the early care and
education system.

care regulations.

Facilities serving school-age children, after school and summer enrichment,
must meet a minimum set of health and safety regulations appropriate for
their settings and service.
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All federally and state funded early childhood programs must
be required to meet state quality standards by participating in
the state’s QRIS.
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Join the
Conversation

Let the
Conversation
Continue

Let Your Voice Be Heard

Let the
Conversation Start

With a small group:
1-Discuss the public policy agenda on the inside of this brochure.

Next Steps

2-Decide which issue is most important to you.
3-Discuss with your group why this call to action is important.
Tell your own story.
4- Compose an email you could send to your legislator.
These Community Conversations Sponsored By:
South Carolina Association for the Education of Young Children (SCAEYC)
South Carolina Early Childhood Association (SCECA)
Children’s Trust of South Carolina
Palmetto State Teacher’s Association
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What can I do?
1- Get to know your legislators and policy makers.
www.scstatehouse.gov/legislatorssearch.php
www.scvotes.org
2- Tell your own story. Explain why the issue is important from
your perspective
3- Use social media to share the message, Early Ed for President.
4- Use social media to share the message.
#EarlyEdforPresident
#StandforSCKids
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Let’s Stand for SC Kids

