
2022 SECA-SCECA Virtual Conference 
Friday, February 4, 2022 

Time Rm 201 Rm 207 Rm 209 

7:00-8:00 Recognizing Innovation in 

Early Childhood Education 

Scott Davidson and 

Charlisa Dixon 

CU/All 

Individualized Care 

Begins with Infants and 

Toddlers 

Allison Becker,  

Ginger Miller, and 

Amy Jordan 

CU/IT 

Teacher Readiness: 

Lessons from 

Beginning Teachers 

Dr. Brennan Davis 

PD/Admin 

8:30-9:30 Write Out of the Box!  

Dr. Marianne Gibbs 

CU/PreK,5K, Admin 

Stewarding the Health of 

Our Children's Learning 

David Boulton 

GR/All 

Essential Workers, 

Essential Protections 

Colin Trimble 

PD/All 

10:00-11:00 Creating Non-Traditional 

Literary Experiences 

Dottie Ports 

CU/Prim 

Promoting children’s 
Engagement and Thinking 

through Intentional STEM 

Experiences 

Charlisa Dixon and 

Natasha Battle Edwards 

CU/All 

Breastfeeding 

Friendly Childcare 

Lucie Maguire 

NU/All 

11:30-12:30 Navigating the SC 

Endeavors Workforce 

Registry  

Melissa Starker 

Issiah Byrd 

PD/All 

Reframing Challenging 

Behavior 

Jessica Sharp 

CG/IT, PreK, K, Admin 

Featured Speaker 
Pre-Writing, Fine 

Motor FUN using Fine 

Motor Journals 

Jackie Kops 

CU/PreK 

1:00-2:00 Love of Literacy 

Kassi Kincaid 

CU/IT,PreK,5K,Prim 

Supporting Student 

Learner's Mental Health 

Post Covid 

Rebecca Aslinger 

PD/Admin. 

Building 

Foundations for 

Classroom 

Management 

 Dena Dunlap 

CG/Primary, Admin. 

2:30-3:30 Talking with Toddlers 

Dr. Diana Brannon 

CU/PreK,5K 

Building a Learning 

Culture that Supports 

Student Ownership 

Heather Bross 

CU/PreK,5K,Prim,Admin 

PHYSICAL:Promoting 

MOVEMENT in the 

CLASSROOM 

Rebecca Bott 

CU/PreK, 5K 

4:00-5:00 Playing with Math and 

Social Studies 

Barbara Carter and Dr. 

Shannon Montgomery 

CU/PreK, 5K, Prim 

Using Beautiful Stuff with 

Young Children 
Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Martha 

Hopewell, Debra Jo Hailey 

CU/PreK  

Reset, Refuel, 

Recharge 

Susanna Creed 

PD/IT,PreK,5K,Admin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, February 5
th

, 2022 

Time Rm 201 Rm 207 Rm 209 

7:00-8:00 Child Portfolio's in the 

Preschool Classroom 

Manija Torian 

PD/IT, PreK, Admin 

Coaching and Reflective 

Practice for Promoting 

STEM Education in Head 

Start 

Charlisa Dixon and 

Natasha Battle-Edwards 

PA/Admin 

Talking and Thinking 

Together - Using A 

Talking Tub as a 

Provocation for 

Learning! 101 

Linda Doherty 

CU/PreK, 5K 

8:30-9:30  

Magical Moments in 

Mindfulness 

Arti Kumar-Jain 

CU/All 

Let's Play: Social-

Emotional Connections 

Aquanita McClaney 

And Catrice Pruitt 

GR/PreK, Admin 

PHYSICAL: Creating 

Intentional 

Environments that 

Inspire Young 

Children’s Learning 

Dr. Rebecca Isbell 

CU/All 

10:00-11:00 Music & Movement for 

STEM 

Dr. Sharon Jackson 

CU/IT,PreK,5K 

Supporting and 

Understanding Special 

Needs Children in Early 

Childhood 

Kristin Miller 

SN/PreK,5K,Prim 

Featured Speaker 

Celebrating Diversity 

Through Literature 

Dr. Crystal Campbell 

CU/All 

11:30-12:30 Taking on Time & Teams 

Together 

Dr. Sharon Jackson 

PA/Directors 

Play Matters for 

Children's Friendships 

Dr. Salwa Al-Harbi 

GR/All 

Purposeful questions 

that support 

comprehension 

Dr. Carmen Sherry 

Brown 

CU/PreK 

1:00-2:00 Adult Role in Managing 

Emotional Mayhem 

Jen Skrivanek 

CG/All 

 

Words Matter: Building 

Language and Vocabulary 

Cathy Yount 

CU/All 

Tackling Tricky 

Transitions 

Ashleigh Scocton 

CG/IT, PreK 

2:30-3:30 Problem-Solving with 

Digital Games 

Dr. Jawaher Alghofaili 

PD/PreK, 5K, Prim 

Text sets for Early 
Learners 

Dr. Dana Evans 
CU/All 

Infant/Toddler 

Feeding and Nutrition 

Guidelines 

Jacinta Moultrie 

NU/IT 

4:00-5:00 Initiating, Maintaining, & 

Evaluating Mentoring 

Relationships 

Dr. Lisa Taylor Cook 

PD/All 

Teaching Tips for 

Alphabet Knowledge 

Jennifer Fernandez 

CU/PreK, 5K 

Supporting Early 

Language and Literacy 

Through Talking 

Beth Haynes 

GR/IT, PreK, Admin 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session Descriptions 

Fri. 7:00-

8:00AM 

Scott 

Davidson 

and Charlisa 

Dixon 

Recognizing 

Innovation in Early 

Childhood Education 

Cognia is a global leader in school quality and 

improvement. The new Early Learning STEM 

Certification process provides and pathway and 

guidance toward implementing an effective STEM 

learning culture in early childhood learning 

environments. Join this session to learn about the 

STEM Certification process, as well as strategies for 

successful STEM implementation. 

CU All 

Fri. 7:00-

8:00AM 

Allison 

Becker, 

Ginger Miller 

and Amy 

Jorday 

Individualized Care 

Begins with Infants 

and Toddlers 

This training will give an overview of why 

individualized care is so important in a child care 

setting. Individualized care begins with infants and 

toddlers in order to build safety and security 

between a child and caregiver. We will discuss 

specific ways that individualized care can be 

provided in child care settings. 

CU IT 

Fri 7:00-

8:00AM 

Dr. Brennan 

Davis 

Teacher Readiness: 

Lessons from 

Beginning Teachers 

In this session, the presenters will share the initial 

findings of a current study of first-, second-, and 

third-year teachers in South Carolina schools. Study 

investigators will share an overview of experiences 

and reflections from the study’s participants and 

discuss implications for EPPs and schools/districts 

regarding support, retention, and self care. 

PD Ad

mi

n 

Fri. 8:30-

9:30AM 

Dr. Marianne 

GIbbs 

Write Out of the 

Box!  

Occupational therapist and NAEYC presenter, 
Dr. Marianne Gibbs, shares activities and 
rationale for the WHAT’s, HOW’s, and WHY’s of 
appropriate fine motor skill development for 
children 3-6 years old. Dr. Gibbs demonstrates 
engaging and easy-to-implement activities and 
strategies with supporting rationale for the 
WHAT’s, HOW’s, and WHY’s of improving 
young children’s future handwriting efficiency. 
Knowledge and strategies are ready to use at 
school or home tomorrow! 

CU Pre

K, 

5K, 

Ad

mi

n. 

Fri. 8:30-

9:30AM 

David 

Boulton 

Stewarding the 

Health of Our 

Children's Learning 

 

When it comes to our children's physical health, 
we have a wealth of measures to guide us. 
When it comes to the health of their learning, the 
central dynamic that shapes virtually every 
aspect of how they become adults, we are 
comparatively oblivious. In this session David 
Boulton will explore the critical differences 
between “healthy” and “unhealthy” learning. He 
will discuss how we can learn in ways that 
retard, diminish, or disable our capacities for 
learning and that can result in “mind-shame” – 
the most wide-spread yet least understood 
disability of them all. Drawing on his work for the 
"New Science of Learning" public television 
special and using video clips from his work on 
the Children of the Code Project, Mr. Boulton will 
also discuss the critical difference between 
natural and artificial modes of learning and the 
role of both in learning to be proficient with 
reading, writing and math. 

GR All 

Fri. 8:30-

9:30AM 

Colin Trimble Essential Workers, 

Essential Protections 

The Wage and Hour Division is committed to 
protecting and enhancing the welfare of workers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Federal laws, 
including the Fair Labor Standards Act and the 
Family and Medical Leave Act, provide critical 
worker protections regarding wages and hours 

PD All 



worked and job-protected leave during the 
pandemic. This session will explain these 
workers' rights and employers' responsibilities in 
the day care/preschool industry. 

Fri. 10:00-

11:00AM 

Dottie Ports Creating Non-

Traditional Literary 

Experiences 

Participants will view and discuss a wide variety 
of distinctive, enriching, literary activities and 
books which were developed using common 
everyday readily available upcycled and 
recycled materials. The materials used are 
reimagined into literary teaching tools. Easily 
and effectively, these literary activities and 
books are integrated and interwoven with the 
various areas of the curriculum. 

CU Pri

ma

ry 

Fri. 10:00-

11:00AM 

Charlisa 

Dixon and 

Natasha 

Battle-

Edwards 

Promoting Children’s 
Engagement and 

Thinking Through 

Intentional STEM 

Experiences 

This workshop will show short video clips of 
examples of lessons that illustrate the T, T, T 
framework and support preschool children’s 
STEM learning. We will also provide sample 
lessons that we have enhanced to include 
components that naturally support children’s 
STEM learning across different instructional 
contexts (free choice time/centers, 
snack/mealtime, outside time). Participants will 
also engage in the development of a STEM 
lesson that features the T, T, T components. 

CU All 

Fri.10:00-

11:00AM 

Lucie 

Maquire 

Nutrition: 

Breastfeeding 

Friendly Childcare 

Benefits of breastfeeding to baby, mother and 
child care and helpful tips for child care 
providers about the breastfed baby. 

NU All 

Fri. 11:30AM- 

12:30PM 

Melissa 

Starker and 

Issiah Byrd 

Navigating the SC 

Endeavors Workforce 

Registry 

SC Endeavors launched a workforce registry 
system for providers in the early childhood 
industry in January, 2020. This training session 
provides information on how to navigate the 
registry so that providers can create their 
accounts, search for training, review their 
learning record and how to create an 
organizational profile and add employees to their 
organization. 

 

PD All 

Fri. 11:30AM- 

12:30PM 

Jessica Sharp Reframing 

Challenging Behavior 

 

This session will provide participants with tools 
to shift their perspectives around challenging 
behaviors and help reframe those behaviors, 
especially in light of the ongoing global 
pandemic. Participants will learn how to 
approach challenging behaviors with empathy 
for the child's experience, as well as strategies 
for supporting emotional and social health in the 
classroom. 

CG IT, 

Pre

K, 

5K, 

Ad

mi

n 

Fri. 11:30AM- 

12:30PM 

Jackie Kops Featured Speaker 
Pre-Writing, Fine 

Motor FUN using 

Fine Motor Journals 

Fine motor journals are a quick, engaging way to 
strengthen students overall fine motor strength, 
pencil grasp, scissor skills, and handwriting 
foundations. In this session, you will learn how to 
implement fine motor journals and why they are 
a powerful tool in the classroom. This session 
will highlight various activities you can do in the 
journals based on your students’ needs and 
development 

CU Pre

K 

Fri. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Kassi Kincaid Love of Literacy 

 

This training will inspire a love of literacy in 
children by equipping early childhood educators 
and parents with the tools to bring classic 
children’s books to life through an event called 
Book Days: an event combining a theatrical 
experience with themed activities. The 

CU IT, 

Pre

K, 

5K, 

Pri



characters and plots are lifted off the pages and 
create physical elements that the children 
experience through multiple senses. 

ma

ry 

Fri. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Rebecca 

Aslinger 

Supporting Student 

Learner's Mental 

Health Post Covid 

Many Early Childhood Education majors are 
already in the field working in addition to being 
college students. Since March 2020 their 
profession changed drastically and continues to 
have added stress due to Covid-19. In this 
session, college professors will learn how to help 
their students manage stress due to the 
pandemic. 

PD Ad

mi

n. 

Fri. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Dena Dunlap Building Foundations 

for Classroom 

Management  

Teachers and Administrators, are you tired of 
the loss of instructional time dealing with minor 
misbehaviors? Learn how to build a foundation 
to manage your classroom/school in a way that 
eliminates gimmicks and reward systems and 
reduces teacher, administrator, student, and 
even parent stress! It can be done with proven, 
evidence-based strategies that WILL WORK 
FOR YOU! 

 

CG Pri

ma

ry 

Ad

mi

n. 

Fri. 2:30-

3:30PM 

Dr. Diana 

Brannon 
Talking with Toddlers 

 

Shared reading encourages parents and 
caregivers to spend time talking with their 
children about books to improve vocabulary, 
language, interest in reading, and build 
emergent literacy skills. This presentation will 
discuss how to choose books to share with 
children, how and why to ask questions while 
reading, and other ways to support language 
development. Extensive examples and 
resources will be shared. 

CU IT;

Pre

K, 

5K 

Fri. 2:30-

3:30PM 

Heather 

Bross and 

Nadine Groh 

Building a Learning  
Culture that Supports 

Student Ownership 

How can educators build a culture empowering 
students to own their learning, even in the early 
years? With strategies and tools in hand, 
students and teachers partner in designing the 
culture and learning experiences. See examples 
of voice, choice, equitable learning experiences, 
goal setting, and progress monitoring based on 
the SC Framework for Personalized, 
Competency-Based Learning. 

CU Pre

K, 

5K, 

Pri

ma

ry 

Ad

mi

n. 

Fri. 2:30-

3:30PM 

Dr. Tim Bott 

and Rebecca 

Bott 

PHYSICAL: Promoting 

MOVEMENT in the 

CLASSROOM 

We will explain the science behind why exercise 
is so important in Early Childhood Settings and 
the best way to implement! 

CU Pre

K, 

5K 

Fri. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Dr. Barbara 

Carter and Dr. 

Shannon 

Montgomery 

Playing with Math 

and Social Studies 

 

Participants will come away with a deeper 
understanding of the value and importance of 
cross-curricular connections, through play-based 
integrated planning and the tools with which to 
communicate this significant connection to 
families and other stakeholders. Participants will 
be able to employ big fun and bigger learning 
through key connections in math and social 
studies. 

CU Pre

k, 

5K, 

Pri

ma

ry 

Fri. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Dr. Michelle 

Fazio-

Brunson, 

Martha 

Hopewell, 

Debra Jo 

Hailey 

Using Beautiful Stuff 

with Young Children 

 

This presentation describes our experience 
implementing Beautiful Stuff with preschool 
children. We will share how children engaged in 
child-centered learning provocations to meet 
state and national standards as they grew in 
creative and critical thinking, decision making, 
responsibility taking, and problem solving. 

CU Pre

K 



Fri. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Susanna 

Creed 

Reset, Refuel, 

Recharge 

 

Are you feeling stressed and overwhelmed? 
When is the last time you truly recharged? 
Looking for ways to increase staff well-being and 
decrease burnout? We have got your answers 
right here! This is a fun, interactive session 
where we will look at our current stress levels 
and identify small, manageable action steps to 
start improving our overall well-being right away! 

PD IT, 

Pre

K, 

5K, 

Ad

mi

n. 

Fri. 5:00-

6:00PM 

Judy 

Whitesell 

SECA Meeting  No 

credit 

 

Saturday, February 5, 2022 

Sat. 7:00-

8:00AM 

Manija Torian 

 

Child Portfolio's in 

the Preschool 

Classroom 

 

In the session you will learn the importance of 
using assessment to create meaningful child 
portfolios in your classroom and center. 

PD IT, 

Pre

K, 

Ad

mi

n. 

Sat. 7:00-

8:00AM 

Charlisa 

Dixon and 

Natasha 

Battle-

Edwards 

Coaching and 

Reflective Practice for 

Promoting STEM 

Education in Head 

Start 

 

A comprehensive professional learning model 
was leveraged to support teachers’ STEM 
implementation, which included: stand and 
deliver professional development, STEM 
coaches modeling classroom activities, STEM 
coach feedback after live observations, and 
teacher self-reflection. Reflective supervision, 
through live and video feedback, provided a core 
set of supports for teachers’ learning and 
implementing STEM lessons. Classroom 
observations of teacher practices suggest 
improvements in teachers’ instructional 
practices, which included language/vocabulary 
and discourse (e.g., open-ended questions) that 
encouraged reasoning and analysis. 
Approaches for documenting teachers’ 
implementation of STEM activities will be shared 
as a guide for professional practice. Challenges 
and solutions with implementing this approach in 
Head Start will be shared. 

PA Ad

mi

n. 

Sat. 7:00-

8:00AM 

Lindy 

Doherty 

Talking and Thinking 

Together - Using A 

Talking Tub as a 

Provocation for 

Learning! 101 

 

We are excited to take a deeper dive with you 
into inquiry-based learning with Talking Tubs 
that can be used in your classroom to discover 
the world around us. Dr. Claire Warden 
introduced this concept through Mindstretchers 
Academy, her YouTube channel, conference 
sessions and her books. Join us and learn a 
great way to introduce new learning to children, 
stimulate their senses, and get them talking and 
thinking! 

CU Pre

K, 

5K 

Sat. 8:30-

9:30AM 

 

Arti Kumar-

Jain 

 

Magical Moments in 

Mindfulness 

 

This workshop engages participants in ways to 
empower the children they work with tools and 
methods to engage in mindfulness in fun and 
effective ways. The presenter will engage with 
participants in active demonstrations and 
participation so they can see the effectiveness of 
techniques and methods implored. 

PD All 

Sat. 8:30-

9:30AM 

Aquanita 

McClaney 

And Catrice 

Pruitt 

Let's Play: Social-

Emotional 

Connections 

 

This session will explore social-emotional 
development through the benefits of play for 
preschool-age children. 

GR Pre

K, 

Ad

mi

n 



Sat. 8:30-

9:30AM 

Dr. Rebecca 

Isbell  

PHYSICAL: Creating 

Intentional 

Environments that 

Inspire Young 

Children’s Learning 

Young children are active learners who need 

meaningful, play opportunities to gain 
understanding of their world.  However, 
many current studies indicate that young 
children are spending less time in play and 
suffering with negative consequences 
labeled as “play deficit.” Examine how play 
experiences provide opportunities for social-
emotional expression, making choices, have 
interactive conversations, and learn to work 
with others. Investigate how language, 
collaboration, persistence, and empathy are 
developed as young children participate in 
engaged play.  

CU All 

Sat. 10:00-

11:00AM 

Dr. Sharon 

Jackson 

 

Physical: Music & 

Movement for STEM 

 

This session will discuss the integration of music 
and movement into developmentally appropriate 
STEM activities. Participants will have the 
opportunity to share, brainstorm and receive 
ideas and resources as well. 

CU IT, 

Pre

K, 

5K 

Sat.10:00-

11:00AM 

Kristin Miller Supporting and 

Understanding 

Special Needs 

Children in Early 

Childhood 

In this workshop, attendees will learn the 
different categories of special needs that may be 
common in children’s development, and how 
these needs are identified, screened for, and 
accommodated within our early childhood 
programs and classrooms. We will discuss 
reliable community resources which are 
available to help support children that may be 
identified with special needs. Participants will 
receive helpful tips to have hard conversations 
with parents, as well. 

SN Pre

K, 

5K, 

Pri

ma

ry 

Sat,10:00-

11:00AM 

Dr. Crystal 

Campbell 

Featured Speaker 

Celebrating Diversity 

Through Literature 

Participants will discover more books by diverse 
authors of many ethnicities that will support the 
social/emotional domain for young children. We 
will explore the benefits of reading aloud and 
share a plethora of activities to strengthen the 
classroom environment. 

CU All 

Sat.11:30AM-

12:30PM 

Dr. Sharon 

Jackson 

Taking on Time & 

Teams Together 

Time and teams…two of the biggest challenges 
for directors to handle! Come together to discuss 
ways to work with both more efficiently and with 
greater success. Ideas will be shared, 
networking encouraged and tools will be 
provided for all participants. 

PA Dir

ect

ors 

Sat. 

11:30AM-

12:30PM 

Dr. Salwa Al-

Harbi 

Play Matters for 

Children's Friendships 

 

. Children’s friendships are initiated and bloom 
during the early childhood years as they play 
with peers in child care, preschool, 
prekindergarten, and kindergarten settings. 
These friendships become more differentiated 
as children continue to bond during the primary 
grades. It is vital for teachers and caregivers to 
provide children with ample opportunities to 
interact freely and participate in play with their 
peers. Teachers may use intentional strategies 
to facilitate friendships that contribute to 
children’s healthy social and emotional 
development. 

GR All 

Sat. 

11:30AM-

12:30PM 

Dr. Carmen 

Sherry 

Brown 

Purposeful questions 

that support 

comprehension 

Dialogic Reading is an interactive reading 
technique that encourages teachers to prompt 
children with questions and engage them in 
discussions while reading with them. PEER 
(Prompt, Evaluate, Expand, Repeat) is the 

CU Pre

K 



acronym that is used to guide the questioning 
sequence and the CROWD acronym 
(Completion, Recall, Open-ended, Wh-
questions, Distancing) represents the prompts 
that begin the PEER sequence during Dialogic 
Reading. CROWD prompts are questioning 
strategies used during Dialogic Reading that 
support the development of comprehension 
skills, oral fluency and vocabulary in young 
children. 

Sat. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Jen Skrivanek 

 

Adult Role in 

Managing Emotional 

Mayhem 

 

Our response when children are in stress can 
either inhibit the development of self-regulation 
or foster the development of self-regulation. The 
first step is to learn to practice self-regulation as 
the adult and the role model in the classroom. 
Once an adult can successfully practice self-
regulation they are ready to share their skills 
with children. The adult can then empower 
children to learn the life skill of self-regulation 
setting the child up to successfully navigate life. 

CG All 

Sat. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Cathy Yount Words Matter: 

Building Language 

and Vocabulary 

Explore evidence-based practice that help 
accelerate young children's language, literacy, 
and SEL Development with strategies that can 
be immediately implemented in the early 
childhood classroom. Learn how to use 
purposeful serve and return conversations to 
help children acquire the oral language and 
vocabulary skills they need to thrive in a positive 
classroom environment. 

CU All 

Sat. 1:00-

2:00PM 

Ashleigh 

Stocton 

 

Tackling Tricky 

Transitions 

During this presentation, we hope to provide 

attendees with useful strategies that can help 

educators tackle tricky transitions. We will identify 

key transition times and learn practical and easy-to-

implement ideas to help children throughout the 

day. Well-managed transitions can lead to a better 

classroom environment and reduce discipline issues 

since transition times can be a prime time for 

challenging behavior to erupt. By the end of this 

session, we hope you will understand the 

importance of how to facilitate transitions in your 

daily work with young children. 

 

CG IT, 

Pre

K 

Sat, 2:30-

3:30PM 

Dr. Jawaher 

Alghofaili 

 

Problem-Solving with 

Digital Games 

 

In this presentation, the target audience will be 

given a brief overview of digital games and apps in 

online (and face-to-face) learning, followed by a 

sharing/discussion session on the audience’s 
experiences in using these tools and the issues they 

have faced. Interactivity through a hands-on 

approach will be the focus of the second half of the 

session, where teachers will be divided into two 

breakout rooms to create effective questions using 

Kahoot and Wordwall respectively, with focus on 

enhancing problem-solving skills. 

PD Pre

K, 

5K, 

Pri

m 

Sat. 2:30-

3:30PM 

Dr. Dana 

Evans 

Text sets for Early 

Learners 

 

This session presents methods for layering differ 
the genres of texts for early childhood 
classrooms. An emphasis is placed on 
presenting nonfiction texts in an engaging 
manner, coupled with multimodal approaches to 
learning. The session will explore song lyrics, 
quotes, and visual literacies supportive of early 

CU All 



education settings. 

Sat. 2:30-

3:30PM 

Jacinta 

Moultrie 

Nutrition: 

Infant/Toddler 

Feeding and Nutrition 

Guidelines 

The I/T Feeding and Nutrition training will explain 

the importance of nutrition in early childhood; and 

describe best practice for feeding infants and 

toddlers. 

NU IT 

Sat. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Dr. Lisa 

Taylor Cook 

and Dr. 

Joanne 

Baham 

Initiating, 

Maintaining, & 

Evaluating Mentoring 

Relationships 

As early childhood professionals we are often asked 

to mentor others within our early childhood 

program. Teaching children and mentoring adults 

require different skill sets, and we are not always 

given the resources that we need to develop our 

mentoring abilities. This presentation will cover the 

mentoring relationship from initiation to evaluation. 

Topics will include how to create and foster 

mentoring relationships, goal setting and 

expectations, coaching and modeling, and other 

skills that support a positive experience for both the 

mentor and mentee. 

PD All 

Sat. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Jennifer 

Fernandez 

Teaching Tips for 

Alphabet Knowledge 

 

Often, the ways we teach alphabet knowledge in the 

classroom do not match with what research offers as 

best practice. This presentation takes a look at what 

research tells us about teaching the alphabet and 

how children learn about letters and sounds. It also 

addresses developmentally appropriate practices for 

teaching alphabet knowledge in Pre-K in order to 

help participants understand how to best support 

their students in this component of early literacy 

instruction. 

CU Pre

K, 

5K 

Sat. 4:00-

5:00PM 

Beth Haynes Supporting Early 

Language and 

Literacy Through 

Talking 

This session will explore using talking and responsive 

interactions as ways to build early language and 

literacy in infants, toddlers, and preschool children. 

Adults can promote language and literacy 

development in young children through talking and 

interactive relationships. These interactions help 

support brain development, executive function skills, 

vocabulary, and healthy relationships. We will look 

at the elements of responsive interactions such as 

talking, gestures, facial expressions, touch and 

recognizing a child's way of communicating as ways 

to support the language to literacy connection. 

Responsive interactions include the use of Parentese 

(child-directed speech), Serve and Return 

(conversational turns), narrative talk, book 

reading/storytelling and the use of home language. 

GR IT, 

Pre

K, 

Ad

mi

n 

      

      

 

 


